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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING/TRANSMISSION (37 C.F.R. § 1.8(a)) 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is, on the date shown below, being: 



MAILING 

^ deposited with the United States Postal Service 
with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to Assistant Commissioner 
for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 . 



FACSIMILE 

□ transmitted by facsimile to 
the Patent and Trademark Office. 



Date: 




Signature 
Anqela Singleton 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



The following sections are being submitted for this Information Disclosure Statement: 
Sections: 

1 . Preliminary Statements 

2. Statement as to Information Not Found in Patents or Publications 

3. Identification of Prior Application in Which Listed Information Was Already Cited and for 
Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

4. Cumulative Patents or Publications 

5. Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying This Statement 
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Section 8. IdentificatiOTOf Information Disclosure Statement 
For Which This Statement Is Being Made 

This statement is being made for the Information Disclosure Statement 
^ accompanying this statement. 
□ filed . 

Section 9. Certification 



I, the person(s) signing below state: 

[X] that each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 37 
C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1). 

OR 

O that no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in 
a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application and to 
the knowledge of the person signing the statement after making reasonable inquiry, was 
known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing 
of the information disclosure statement. 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(2) . 



Section 10. Fee Payment 

Applicant elects the option to pay the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1 .17(p) for submission of an 
information disclosure statement under § 1.97(c). 



[X] Charge any cost incurred in the filing of this Amendment, along with any 
other costs, to Deposit Account 06-1510. If there are insufficient funds in 
this account, please charge the fees to Deposit Account No. 06-1505. A 
duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

Section 11 . Identification Of Person Making This Statement 



The person making this statement is the attorney who signs below on the basis of the 
information: 



(check each applicable item) 

O supplied by the inventor(s). 

supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution of this application. (37 
C.F.R. 1.56(c)) 

□ in the practitioner's file. 
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Section 12. Translation(s) of Non-English Language Documents 

□ Submitted herewith is an English translation of the following foreign language patents, 
publications or information or of those portions of those patents, publications or 
information considered to be material: 

^ No English language translations of the foreign language patents, publications or 
information or parts thereof are readily available, except for those listed above. 

[]] The following foreign language documents submitted are believed to be the equivalent or 
substantial equivalent of the English language documents identified below, which are also 
submitted herewith. 

O The information disclosure statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months 
of the filing date of the application or date of entry into the national stage of an 
international application or before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits, 
whichever event occurs last. 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b) . 



Date: 5/3/2002 

Ford Global Technologies, Inc. 
600 Parklane Towers East 
Dearborn, Michigan 
1-313-8455487 
Fax: (313)322-7162 



Respectfully submitted, 




"David B. Kelley 
Registration No. 33,718 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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6. Concise ExplanaticJBR Non-English Language Listed Inforrramon Items 

A. EPO Search Report 

B. English Language Version of EPO Search Report 

C. Explanation 

7. Identification of Time of Filing This Information Disclosure Statement 

8. Identification of Information Disclosure Statement For Which This Statement is 

Being Made 

9. Certification 

10. Fee Payment 

1 1 . Identification of Person(s) Making This Information Disclosure Statement 

12. Translation(s) of Non-English Language Documents 
Attachment: 

FORMS PTO/SB/08A and/or 08B 
Section 1. Preliminary statements 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information, of which they are aware 
that they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect of which, 
there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representation 
that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. 1 .97(g) ), an admission that the information cited is, or 
is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1 135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 

Section 2. Statement as to Information Not Found in Patents or Publications 

(FORMS PTO/SB/08A and/or 08B) 

[El None 

□ Statement: 

Section 3. Identification of Prior Application in Which Listed Information Was Already 
Cited and for Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 



Q This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. 120, on the earlier filing date of prior application 
SN.: filed on ^ 

O This application also relies, under 35 U.S.C. 120, on the earlier filing date of prior 
application SN.: filed on , 

Q The following references were submitted to, and/or cited by, the Office in the prior 
application(s) and, therefore, are not required to be provided in this application: 
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Section 4. 



Cumulative Patents or Publications 



STATEMENT 

[~| is cumulative of the following patents or publications listed on 

Forms PTO/SB/08A and/or 08B: 

|~1 In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .98(c) , a copy of only is being 

submitted with this Information Disclosure Statement. 

Section 5. Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying This Statement 



[>^| Legible copies of all items listed in Form PTO/SB/08A and/or 08B accompany this 
information statement. 

I I Exception(s) to above: 

A. O Items in prior application, from which an earlier filing date is 

claimed for this application, as identified in Section 3. 

B. O Cumulative patents or publications identified in Section 4. 



Section 6. Concise Explanation of Non-English Language Listed Information Items 

The relevance with respect to the following citations is submitted on the basis of the 
accompanying: 

(check the appropriate item) 

A. £3 EPO search report that is in the English language, 

B. O EPO search report that is not in the English language and that is accompanied also by 

an English language version of the EPO search report, that issued on the 
corresponding European patent application. 

C. Q Explanation: 

Section 7. Identification of Time Of Filing This Information Disclosure Statement 

^ The information disclosure statement transmitted herewith is being filed after three 

months of the filing date of this national application or the date of entry of the national 
stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an international application or after the mailing date of 
the first Office action on the merits, whichever event occurred last but before the mailing 
date of either: 

(1 ) a final action under § 1 . 1 1 3 or 

(2) a notice of allowance under §1.311, 
whichever occurs first. 
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INYt-STOK IN 1'liOm- 



u 



Ford Globalrecnnologies, Inc. 
% A Messulam & Co. Ltd. 
43-45 High Road 
BUSHEY HEATH 
Hertfordshire 



COPY OF PAPERS 
ORIGINALLY FILED 



The Patent Office 
Patents Directorate 



WD23 1EE f 



Concept House 
Cardiff Road, Newport 
South Wales NP10 8QQ 



f 

Your Reference: P/6364 ' ■* N 
Application No: GB 01 17685.8 



Examiner: 01633 814795 

'E-mail: john.douaJdson@patent.gov.uk 

Switchboard: 01633 814000 

Fax: 01633 814444 

Minicom: 08459 222250 

DX 722540/41 CJeppa Park 3 

htt p :// www . patent . go v . uk 



26 March 2002 



Dear Sirs 

Patents Act 1977: Search Report under Section 17(5) 

I enclose two copies of my search report and a copy of the citation. 
Publication 

I estimate that, provided you have met all formal requirements, preparations for publication 
of your application will be completed soon after 23 April 2002. You will then receive a 
letter informing you of completion and telling you the publication number and date of 
publication. 

Amendment/withdrawal 

If you wish to file amended claims for inclusion with the published application, or to 
withdraw the application to prevent publication, you must do so before the preparations for 
publication are completed. No reminder will be issued. If you write to the Office less 
than 3 weeks before the above completion date, please mark your letter prominently: 
"URGENT - PUBLICATION IMMINENT". 




Yours faithfully 



John Donaldson 
Examiner 



Use of E-mail: Please nolc (hat e-mail should be used for correspondence only. 



pplication No: GB 01 17685.8 Examiner: John Donaldson 

^Claims searched: 1 to 14 Date of search: 25 March 2002 

Patents Act 1977 

Search Report under Section 17 

Databases- searched: 

UK Patent Office collections, including GB, EP, WO & US patent specifications, in: 
UK CI (Ed.T): G4A(AUB) 
IntCl (Ed.7): G06F 3/00, 17/00, 17/50 
Other: Online:WPI, EPODOC, JAPIO 



Documents considered to be relevant: 



Category 


Identity of document and relevant passage 


Relevant 
to claims 


X, E 


GB 2362551 A (FORD GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES ) , see abstract 


1 to 14 



X Document indicating lack ol* novelty or inventive step A 
Y Document indicating lack of inventive step if combined with P 
one or more other documents of same category. 

K 

& Member of the same patent family 



Document indicating technological background and/or state of the art. 
Document published on or after the declared priority date but before die 
filing date of this invention. 

Patent document published on or alien hut with priority date earlier than, 
(lie tiling date of this application. 



